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were indeed only Christians in a very imperfect sense, and
that before the Eesurrection it could not be otherwise.
That event increased the number of dogmas which
Christians are required to receive; before it happened
their creed was necessarily meagre, but since it has
happened a Christian is not worthy of the name if he
does not believe much more than any of Christ's first
followers.
This view is plausible and agrees at first sight with the
conclusions at which we have already arrived. Christ,
we have said, announced himself as the Founder and
Legislator of a new state, and summoned men before
him in that capacity. He did not invite them as friends,
nor even as pupils, but summoned them as subjects. It
was natural that when they first gathered round him,
and even for some time afterwards, they should differ
from other men in nothing but the loyalty which had
led them to obey the call. They understood that they
had been summoned in order to receive laws, but those
laws could not be promulgated all at once. In the mean
time, while they were expecting the institutions that had
been promised to them, though Christians in will they
could not be called Christians in the full sense of the
word. Though out of them the Christian Church was to
spring, yet they might well be as unlike the Christian
Church as the acorn is unlike the oak, or as the crew of
the Mayflower was unlike the States of New England.
But after the Church had received its Founder's laws—
laws which, like the Decalogue, contained not merely
practical rules of life but declarations concerning the
nature of God and man's relation to Him, then Christianity
may have begun to mean no mere fidelity or loyalty to

